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Good afternoon Senator Harp, Co-Chair; Representative Geragosian, Co-Chair, and members of
the Appropriations Committee. | am Lisa Reynolds, the Executive Director of COHI, the
Connecticut Oral Health Initiative. We are the state’s leading oral health advocate and our
mission is ‘oral health for all.” | am grateful to have the opportunity to discuss our opposition to
the March 1, 2010 Deficit Mitigation Plan offered by Governor Rell.

Item 62 in the deficit mitigation plan calls for the suspension of non-emergency dental services
for adults under Medicaid and SAGA, even though these are the routine, affordable services
that draw federal funds into our state and, more importantly, effectively prevent unnecessary
suffering and inhibit more costly care. I'm sure you're aware of the Deamonte Driver case in
Maryland, where the denial of about $80 of non-emergency care resulted in the state spending
$250,000 in emergency treatment. Or the Blanche LaVire case in Michigan, where the governor
eliminated these very same “non-emergency” dental services for adults on Medicaid and that
76 year-old woman lost her life. That was unacceptable in Maryland, unacceptable in
Michigan, and it is unacceptable in Connecticut. .

Our state has a new imperative to sustain these essential services. Connecticut will receive 566
million dollars in new federal funding, specifically designed to help us maintain services under
Medicaid. We can access $40 million of those dollars for this fiscal year. As you deliberate how
the state can prioritize resources and services, recall that we have already made deep cuts. But
cuts are not enough: we have to address the elephant in the room: revenue. Qur state
requires a balanced approach to survive this fiscal crisis. Continuing to place the burden on
already overwhelmed and struggling families; continuing to be penny-wise and pound foolish
by harming the services that support our state’s health and vitality; continuing to ignore all of
the options before us, like increasing revenue — this too must be unacceptable,

In closing, COHI has delivered over 2,500 post cards from constituents across the state to
Governor Rell, imploring our elected leaders to protect dental care and basic health services.
We ask the Appropriations Committee, collectively and individually, to protect the services that

are vital to low-income families, pregnant women, persons with disabilities and oider adults.

Thank you.
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Connecticut must preserve non-emergency dental care for adults covered by Medicaid/SAGA. These routine
services are affordable, prevent additional costs and ~most importantly— reduce unnecessary suffering:

» Ensures appropriate care. Already over-burdened emergency place
appropriate in-office care. Emergency room physicians might not be qualified to diagnose or freaf

dental conditions. Ironically, patients with dental emergencies may be given limited treatment (pain
medication, antibiotics) and then advised fo see & dentist.

» It's about public health. Dental caries, an infectious disease that can be transmitted from parents to
newborns and young children, can be prevented. Caries is the most common health condition
affecting children in America. Additionally, parents’ use of dental services is a predictor of children’s
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